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EARED GREBE

Podiceps nigricollis

DATE: 26 March 1996
LOCATION John Heinz NWR at Tinicum, Philadelphia County PA
TIME 1030 - 1100

WEATHER Mostly cloudy. Temp. 40. Winds NW 10-15 mph.
OPTICS 7x42 binoculars and 20-60x scope.

On the above date I observed an Eared Grebe at Tinicum NWR. The bird was in the company of
a Greater Scaup and a Ruddy Duck in the main impoundment approx. 200yds away. The bird
was in a resting position for the time I observed it except for about 2 minutes when it became alert
and active and did some wing stretching. This bird had been tentatively identified on 23 March
and actively searched for on the 24 March without success. It was rediscovered about two hours
prior to the time I saw it.

Description:

Size and Appearance: Medium sized grebe with a dark back and dusky-white chest, belly and
flanks.

Head and neck: The head was a dusky-brown and the cheeks were dark The chin was white with
the white extending up to behind the eye . The rest of the neck was dark-brown. The head had a
sharp angle downward at the forehead with a peak to the crown. The bill appeared dark and thin.
From the distance [ was I couldn’t discern an upturned effect to the bill.

This sighting was made under overcast conditions and the lighting was not optimal. I took several
distant photographs that showed very little in the way of detail, but were able to show what I think
is the distinctive head shape of an Eared Grebe

Separation from Horned Grebe: The overall appearance of the head showing a steep angled
forehead and crown is different from that of a Horned Grebe which has a flat crown and a round
appearance. The cheeks of this bird were dark as compared to the white cheeks of a Horned
Grebe. The neck of this bird was also entirely dark as compared to the mostly grayish-white neck
of the Horned.

Experience with this species: I have seen many basic plumaged Eared Grebes in AZ, CA and TX
and have seen basic plumaged Eareds in NJ and PA. T have seen probably hundreds of basic
Horned Grebes throughout the east.

cc: Files
Nick Pulcinella PORC - with photos
201 Elm Ave. PA Birds Phl Co. - with photos

Swarthmore, PA 19081 AFN - Dave Cutler
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Record No.:009-03-1996

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Species: Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis)

Date of Sighting: 23 March 1996 to 26 March 1996
Location: JOHN HEINZ NWR AT TINICUM
County: PHILADELPHIA
Observer(s): Al Guarente
Nick Pulcinella
Date of Submission: 1996
Submitted by: Al Guarente
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen; NO
Recording: NONE
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